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side, and more can be obtained from the debates in Hansard.
The latter sufficiently explain the various attempts at army re-
form sponsored by the Balfour government. A good deal about
the Esher Commission, and also about the development of the
Committee of Imperial Defence, can be learned from the Journals
and Letters of Viscount Esher (1934), as listed above. H. Spenser
Wilkinson's autobiography, Twenty-Five Tears (1933), presents
a vivid record of hopes and fears for the army during this long
season of incubation-
The Haldane army policy was also fully discussed in reported
speeches, and Haldane collected some of his into a small volume
(Army Reform, 1907). The Territorial Force (1909) by H. T, Baker
(an intimate adherent) shows how carefully that part of his
policy had been thought out. Sir Ian Hamilton's Compulsory
Service (1910) exhibits the reasons which motived Haldane and
his military advisers in opposing the conscription policy of Lord
Roberts. Haldane's own Autobiography] J. A, Spender and G*
Asquith's Life of Asquith] Sir C. E. GallwelPs Sir Henry Wilson:
Life and Diaries (2 vols., 1927); Sir William R. Robertson's From
Private to Field-Marshal (1921); and the Life of Sir John French^
First Earl of Tpres (1931), by Major the Hon. G, French, illustrate
the developments of the closing years, after the Expeditionary
Force took firm shape and the use of it on the Continent became
the subject of regular conversations with the French general
staff* A recent expert re-appreciation of Lord Haldanc's work
will be found in Sir Frederick B. Maurice's Fifth Annual Haldane
Memorial Lecture (1933),
Much miscellaneous Information about the pre-war Regular
army can be gathered from Rudyard Kipling's works, and also
from such books as Sir C, E. Callwell's Service Tarns and Memories
(1912) and Recollections (1933), or Sir G, Arthur's Septuagenarian*$
Scrap Book (1933). And there are striking reminiscences of life as
a private soldier and N.CLO* at a very interesting transition
period, 1871-8, in Robert Blatchford's My Eighty Tears (1931).
NAVAL
The changes in the design of warships after the abandonment
of "wooden walls* may be traced by experts in the Transactions
(since 1860) of the Institution of Naval Architects. Attempts to
describe them for the public have not been numerous* In 1869
Sir Edward Reed, designer of the Devastation and till 1870 Chief